DFDC Completes Historic Rebuild Season
With 11th Place Finish at State

IHSA State Championships
Detweiller Park

Last season, Deerfield placed second at State. That was an
amazing achievement and huge celebration. But every big party is
followed by clean up. And Deerfield’s cleanup job was more daunting
than ever. All seven runners on that second-place team graduated.
Deerfield would need a total rebuild. Then, the next guys in line
stepped right up and got Deerfield back to the IHSA State
Championships, which only 28 of the 140 teams in the 2A classification
can qualify for.

Peoria, IL
11/5/2022

RESULTS

The famed Detweiller Park that has hosted the State Championships for
over 50 vyears looked less recognizable than usual. Torrential
downpours overnight and into the morning left the course extra sloppy.
And with three races before the 2A Boys race, the footsteps of 700

FULL RESULTS

Team Results

1. Riverside-Brookfield 131 runners turned much of the ground to mush. On top of that, strong
2. Belvidere North 155 winds ripped across the course from the southwest, blowing against the
3. Glenbard South 157 runners on the final straightaway. This State Meet was not for the faint
4. Grayslake Central 169 of heart.

5. Morton 208

6. Payton 262 The seven Deerfield runners lined up in their muddy starting box ready
7. Mather 276 to make their State Championships debuts. They got out to a
8. Marion 289 conservative start per usual. At the mile, they were in 18th place as a
9. Mt. Zion 295 team. Then they moved up. Dane Brown started in the 40s and moved
10.Fenwick 312 his way towards the All-State cutoff, which is 25th place. With half a
11.Deerfield 316 mile to go, Brown was in 29th, and a pack of four was within striking
12.Woodstock 316 distance. But Brown was out of gas. He held tough on an empty tank
13.Champaign Central 334 and finished in 41st place. Dylan Cohen started with Brown but got a
14.Prairie Ridge 334

= cramp in the second mile. He fell off his teammate but had a solid final
quarter mile and decreased the gap to Brown. He finished in 44th place. Both runners had their sights set on All-State but
fell short. This will surely fuel them for their senior seasons next year.

15.Crystal Lake Central 338
16.Peoria Notre Dame 374

17.Civic Memorial 377

18.Lakes 391 The Deerfield pack moved up nicely throughout the race as well. Ryan Jones broke from the pack and passed about 75
19.Glenwood 410 runners over the last two miles to finish in 74th place. Andrew Firestone and the lone senior Drew Spiegel worked off
20.Niles Notre Dame 496 each other nicely and moved up to 128th and 140th place respectively, which rounded out the scoring for the Warriors at
21.Brother Rice 528 316 points. Jon Wool, who spent much of the postseason unable to run, went for broke running with his teammates. He
22.Dunlap 534 was not able to hold on, but he limited the damage much better than last week at Sectionals and finished in an important
23.Geneseo 554 171st place. Freshman Jamie Chandler battled all the way to the finish line despite obvious ailments that forced him to
24.Vernon Hills 558 spend the 30 minutes after the race in the medical tent throwing up. His teammates were very proud of how tough
25.Mt. Vernon 566 Chandler battled for them.

26.Normal West 573

27.Washington 595 Deerfield’s 316 points tied them for 11th place with Woodstock, but Deerfield won the tiebreaker because Jon Wool,
28.Rock Island 650 Deerfield’s sixth runner, beat Woodstock'’s sixth runner.

This result was initially met with mixed feelings by the mud-soaked
Warriors given that some of them were not happy with their individual
performance. But ultimately the team realized that any feelings of
disappointment were only due to recently elevated expectations. This
Individual Results - 3 miles team blew away their expectations from the beginning of the year.
Nobody expected any noise out of Deerfield this season. But two
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ame fme consecutive top 11 finishes without any overlap among the seven guys '
41 Dane Brown (Jr) 16:26.51 racing in each squad is extremely rare, and it is possible it has never been
44 Dylan Cohen (Jr) 16:31.04 done before.
74 Ryan Jones (Jr) 16:49.94 The DFDC h blished itself . " be ¢ §
128 Andrew Firestone (Jr) 17:15.46 e as established itse .as a t.op-her program that can 'e oun,
. near the top of the State Championship results every year, and this year’s
140 Drew Spiegel (Sr) 17:19.48 i
group proved it more than ever. If there was ever a season to have a
171 Jon Wool (Jr) 17:40.52

“down” year, this was it. And if 11th place at State is a team’s down year, |
that speaks volumes. These runners, who were all running in JV, frosh/
soph, and middle school races just one year ago, were presented with a ¥
huge challenge, and they brought incredible amounts pride to the
Deerfield cross country program. Deerfield was clearly not in rebuilding 5
mode for long. At State this season, they were already rebuilt. :

202 Jamie Chandler (Fr)  18:08.42



https://www.athletic.net/CrossCountry/meet/214965/results/857473

